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Title:  It’s Raining Homonyms
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Abstract:  


This unit is designed as a speech/language therapy unit to help students master specific goals and objectives written in their Individual Education Plans (I.E.P.’s).  The unit is based on 2 books by Fred Gwynne:  The King Who Rained and A Chocolate Moose for Dinner.  As students are exposed to the homonyms and homophones in these books and in additional learning activities, they will discover that words that sound the same can have very different meanings.

Invitation: 


A little girl pictures the things her parents talk about including a king who rained, a chocolate moose, and Santa with claws.  What other pictures does she imagine?  Find out how words that sound the same can be very different in meaning.  Will you (know/no) the difference?

Unit Details:

Subjects:  English/Language Arts

                 Literature

Learning Level:  Intermediate

Author:  Angela Neugebauer, MS  CCC-SP
Standards:

4th Grade Reading Standards:  The student will:

· identify the presence of figurative language.

· use reference tools to manage information.

4th Grade Writing Standards:   The student will:

· apply various stages of the writing process.

· organize and write about information according to topic.

· write using correct grammar.

· write reports that address key questions.

· edit final copies for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

· use technology for revising and editing.

· revise selected drafts by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging sentences.

· confer with others to revise writing coherence and logic.

4th Grade Listening/Viewing Standards:  The student will:

· respond courteously and respectfully to the ideas and thoughts of others.

· listen and share responses in group learning activities.

4th Grade Speaking Standards:  The student will:

· make informative presentations that provide facts, details, examples, and descriptions.

· present knowledge, ideas, and requests clearly using appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure.

· use correct subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, and appropriate verb tense when speaking.

· use notes or memory aids to structure presentations.

5th Grade Reading Standards:  The student will:

· use reference tools to manage information.

· acquire information for different purposes.

5th Grade Writing Standards:  The student will:

· use various stages of the writing process.

· examine and model the use of dialect, idioms, or colloquialisms to convey a message.

· use correct grammar in writing.

· write to inform, to entertain, or to provide explanations to specific audiences.

· write to organize information according to category, situation, issue, or topic.

· edit for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

· use technology for revising and editing.

· revise manuscripts to improve effectiveness.

5th Grade Listening/Viewing Standards:  The student will:

· connect information with prior knowledge/experience for effective recall.

5th Grade Speaking Standards:  The student will:

· make informative reports that clarify and support ideas with evidence and examples.

I.E.P. Goals:


Because this unit is designed as a speech/language therapy unit, it needs to address goals and objectives of students’ I.E.P.’s (Individual Education Plan’s).  This unit will cover the following objectives:

1. When presented with new vocabulary terms, the student will define 8 out of 10 terms on 3 separate observations.

2. When presented with multiple-meaning words (homophones or homonyms), the student will supply 2 meanings for 8 out of 10 terms on 3 separate observations.

3. When presented with idioms, the student will choose the correct meaning from 3 presented options for 8 out of 10 idioms on 3 separate observations.

4. When presented with vocabulary words, the student will write complete semantically and grammatically correct sentences for 8 out of 10 words on 3 separate observations.

Situations:


The lessons will take place during speech/language therapy sessions.  Students are grouped according to similarity of I.E.P. goals and objectives.  Groups typically consist of 2 – 3 students.  


Speech/language therapy sessions generally last 30 minutes and occur two to three times per week.  Each student will progress at his/her own pace.  My goal is to complete this unit within an eight-week period.


There will be some tabletop activities where all students participate taking turns.  Students will complete paper/pencil tasks individually as other students work online gathering information or work at the computer preparing reports.
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Tasks:

Lesson 1:

· Students will share in reading the book “The King Who Rained” by Fred Gwynne. 

· Students will work as pairs to define homonym/homophone terms from the book.  Target homophone terms include:
rain, rein, reign; horse, hoarse; deer, dear; bear, bare; prince, prints; boar, bore; tail, tale.  Target homonym terms include:  fork, mole, train, coat, bill, bridge.  Students may choose to use the dictionary or an Internet source such as www.school.discovery.com to look up unfamiliar terms.  Each student of the pair will write one term and its definition on a flashcard.  (e.g. one student writes “rain”, his partner writes “reign”.)


Lesson 2:

· When presented with the definitions from Lesson 1, students will orally tell which vocabulary term they match.

· Students will discuss the humorous and intended meanings of selected pages from “The King Who Rained”.

· Students will choose homonym pairs from Teaching Resources Sounds Alike cards to compose original sentences about.

· Students will practice their grammatical skills at www.quia.com/pages/havefun.html.  The activity is called Grammar – Is This Sentence Correct?


Lesson 3:  

· Students will explain the meaning of homophone pairs while playing a clinician designed homophone game.

· Students will play a homonym game from www.quia.com/pages/havefun.html.

· Students will complete homonyms worksheets (p.29 – 30) from Carson-Dellosa Let’s Learn . . .Vocabulary Development, Grades 3 – 4.


Lesson 4:  

· Students will discuss the meaning of idioms from “The King Who Rained”.  Target idioms include:

“frog in the throat” and “coat of arms”.

· Students will play Semantically Speaking Game using only homophone and idiom cards.


Lesson 5:

· Students will choose 1 – 2 homophone/homonym pairs to write and illustrate their own book page following the format of “The King Who Rained.”

· Students will play a homonym game from www.squiglysplayhouse.com.

· Students will complete a fill-in-the blank review worksheet over vocabulary terms from “The King Who Rained”.


Lesson 6:

· Students will share in reading the book “A Chocolate Moose for Dinner” by Fred Gwynne.

· Students will define target homonym and homophone words from the book “A Chocolate Moose for Dinner” by Fred Gwynne.  Target homophone terms include:  moose, mousse; pray, prey; hanger, hangar; hair, hare.  Target homonym terms include:  toast, wing, pen.  Students will work as pairs to define homonym/homophone terms from the book.  Students may choose to use the dictionary or an Internet source such as www.school.discovery.com to look up unfamiliar terms.  Each student of the pair will write one term and its definition on a flashcard.


Lesson 7: 

· When presented with vocabulary terms from Lesson 6, students will orally supply definitions.

· Students will discuss the humorous and intended meanings of selected pages from “A Chocolate Moose for Dinner”.

· When presented with sentences containing multiple-meaning words, students will choose which meaning matches a sentence.  This task will involve clinician-designed flashcards.


Lesson 8:

· Students will discuss the meaning of idioms from “A Chocolate Moose for Dinner.”  Target idioms include:  sleep on it, play by ear, drive me up a wall, car pool, holdup, on the lamb.

· Students will discover the meanings of idioms using a clinician designed idioms trivia game.


Lesson 9:

· Students will discover the meanings of idioms using clinician-made flashcards.  These flashcards were developed using Dormac’s Workbooks of Idioms – Sticky fingers, Hold Your Horses, and Back Off.

· Students will discover the meaning of idioms using an Idioms game from www.quia.com/pages/havefun.html. 


Lesson 10:

· When presented with words from Linguisystems The Word Kit (Multiple Meanings section), students will supply two different meanings for homonym terms.

· Students will complete a homonym activity from www.abcteach.com.

· Students will complete a fill-in-the blank review sheet over vocabulary terms from “A Chocolate Moose for Dinner”.


Lesson 11:

· Students will choose one of the following topics derived from the two Gwynne books to gather information on:

the painter Salvidor Dali, Raggedy Ann dolls, scull racing, the game of bridge, a famous bridge, a recipe for chocolate mousse, coats of arms, moles, bears, or moose.  Students may also suggest their own topic as long as it correlates with the unit.

· Students will select a graphic organizer from several presented for recording their information.  Graphic organizers can be found at www.abcteach.com. 

· Students will begin searching the Internet for information on their chosen topic.


Lesson 12:

· Students will continue gathering data on their topic of interest.


Lesson 13:

· Using their collected data, students will fill in a semantic map or web as a precursor to writing.  

· Students will begin writing a rough draft of a report on their topic of interest.  


Lesson 14:

· Using Microsoft Word, the students will prepare a written report (3 paragraph minimum) on their research topic.


Lesson 15:

· Students will edit and revise their reports.


Lesson 16:

· Students will present a 3 – 5 minute synopsis of their information to the other students in their group.


Interactions:


The speech-language pathologist will provide some direct instruction.  For some activities, students will work individually.  For other activities, students will work in pairs with the speech pathologist as a facilitator.  Students will work cooperatively on some activities.

Assessment:


Students in speech/language therapy sessions do not receive grades.  Instead, data is collected during each lesson on the student’s understanding and use of concepts presented using a plus/minus format.  This data plus brief descriptive write-ups are kept in each child’s working file.  That performance is compared to criteria for mastery of language objectives as established in each student’s I.E.P.


Samples of work projects completed (e.g. book pages, written sentences, reports) will be collected and added to each child’s working file.  A 4-point rubric will used to assess students’ performance on the research reports (see attached).  Again each child’s performance is compared to the established goals and objectives of his/her I.E.P.

Tools:


“The King Who Rained” by Fred Gwynne


“A Chocolate Moose” for Dinner by Fred Gwynne


Houghton-Mifflin Dictionary – Intermediate


Teaching Resources Sounds Alike Cards


Carson-Dellosa Let’s Learn . . .Vocabulary Development  Grades 3-4


Communication Skill Builders Semantically Speaking Game


LinguiSystems The Word Kit – Multiple Meanings cards

Clinician designed homophone game


Communication Skill Builders Semantically Speaking Game


Poster paper/markers/colored pencils


Flashcards containing multiple meaning words used in sentences with 3 
possible meanings


Communication Skills Builders Sounds the Same Cards


Clinician designed Idioms Trivia game


Assorted cards prepared from Dormac’s Inc. workbooks of idioms – 


Sticky Fingers, Hold Your Horses, and Back Off


Fill-in-the blank worksheets

Online dictionary from:  www.school.discovery.com 

Homonym websites including:



www.quia.com/pages/havefun.html


www.kidport/com


www.abcteach.com


www.squigslyplayhouse.com

Possible websites for research topics:



coats of arms – www.digiserve.com/heraldry


Dali –   dir.yahoo.com/Art/Artists/Masters



Raggedy Ann dolls –   www3.shore.net/~hat/Raggedy.html



the game of bridge -  www.usplayingcard.com/GameRules.html                            



famous bridges -   www.yahooligans.com/Arts_and_Entertainment/Art/Archictecture/Bridges/


moles -   www.alienexplorer.com/ecology/m109.html
                                  www.moletunnel.net
URL:  www.teachers.k12.sd.us/an008
For additional books using multiple meaning words and figurative language, try any Amelia Bedelia books by Peggy Parish or Deputy Dan books by Joseph Rosenbloom.
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